
2022 Annual Report
W O O D S T O C K  P O L I C E  S E R V I C E

A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  -  E X C E L L E N C E  -  I N T E G R I T Y
P R O F E S S I O N A L I S M  -  T E A M W O R K

Ensuring the safety and well-being  
of all members of the community.



T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

3 Message from the Police Service Board Chair

4 Message from the Chief of Police

5 Our Service - Organizational Chart

6 Police Service Board

7 Senior Command

8 Change of Command - Chief Retirement

9 Change of Command - New Chief of Police

10 Change of Command - New Deputy Chief

11 The WPS Family - New Hires

12 The WPS Family - New Hires & Promotions

13 Your Community

14 Crime Statistics

15 Collision Statistics

16 Road Safety

17 Drugs in Woodstock

 18 & 19 K9 Unit

20 Emergency Response Unit

21 Training Unit

22 Communications

23 Community Engagement Officer

24 Community Service

25 Auxiliary

26 Human Trafficking Conference

27 Budget

28 Complaints

29 Stay Connected



Ken Whiteford
Chair, Woodstock Police Service  Board

C H A I R  K E N  W H I T E F O R D

The year 2022 was one of transition. The important transition from pandemic conditions in
society as a whole, to more normalcy as the year progressed.

For the Woodstock Police Services Board, transition was the key word as well. The Board
experienced changes in its membership and at the same time, went through the process of
overseeing a significant change in the senior management of the Service at both the Chief
and Deputy Chief levels.

The initial change in the Board’s composition occurred in February when Trevor Birtch,
who was on the Board in his capacity as Mayor of the City of Woodstock, took a leave of
absence. This leave turned into a departure from the Board a few months later. The Board
thanks Trevor for his contribution to police governance for over seven years. 

In October, the municipal election saw Jerry Acchione join the Board as the new Mayor of
the City of Woodstock and Connie Lauder’s return to the Board as a Council
representative, after a hiatus of a number of years. Council chose Daryl Stevenson as their
community representative. Daryl also had previous Board experience after serving
between early 2011 to late 2014. 

With Daryl's appointment by Council, the four year term of Board member, Balwant Rai
ended as the City's community representative. The Board appreciates the contribution of
Balwant to the operations and discussions of the Board during his  term of office and wish
him all the best in his future endeavours.

As mentioned, in addition to the major changes in its membership, the Board managed the
process of engaging a new Chief of Police and a new Deputy Chief. Former Chief Daryl
Longworth presented the Board with his resignation in February and informed the Board
that his last day as Chief would be July 8. Fortunately for the Board, we were able to
promote the then Deputy Chief, Rod Wilkinson, to Chief and Rod officially assumed his
duties upon the departure of his predecessor in July. Meanwhile, in April, the search for a
new Deputy Chief commenced. This process culminated in the appointment of Nick
Novacich to the role as of July 11. Nick joined us after serving in a similar role in the Town
of Aylmer. 

In addition to all of the changes in personnel, the Board continued to strive to see our
Strategic Plan realized in all aspects of the work of the Service as a whole. The three
strategic priorities of improved community safety, fostering a culture of collaboration and
engagement with the community and enhancing organizational excellence retained their
status as cornerstones of decision making and follow up action.
  
Although the Board’s focus was on changes in the executive ranks of the Service, there
were also changes in Service personnel, both uniform and civilian. As the City continues  to
grow, personnel have been added in an attempt to keep on top of the growth pressures on
various fronts. The Board thanks the members of the Service for their fortitude during the
pandemic and looks forward to their ongoing commitment to the safety and  well  being  of 

Woodstock. A special thanks to the efforts of the Auxiliary Unit which
continues to serve in an exemplary fashion. 

A final note of thanks to my colleagues on the Board for their
diligence during the year to meeting our self-imposed goals and
doing our best to be a worthy model of police governance. 
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