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WOODSTOCK POLICE 
SERVICES BOARD 

 
 
 

The Woodstock Police Services Board met on November 9, 2020 at 
Woodstock Police Service headquarters and via ZOOM at 3:00 p.m.   
 
Present via ZOOM were: Mayor Trevor Birtch (Chair); Balwant Rai, 
Community Member; Ken Whiteford, Provincial Appointee; Leslie Farrell, 
Provincial Appointee; Deb Tait, City Councilor; and Amy Hartley, WPSB EA 
 
Also in attendance via ZOOM were Chief Daryl Longworth, Deputy Chief 
Rod Wilkinson, Kristi Lampman, Human Resources Coordinator, Greg 
Colgan, Woodstock Sentinel Review, Marci Shelton, Inspector. 

 
Absent:  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Trevor BIRTCH called the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m. 

2. WELCOME 
Trevor BIRTCH, welcomed everyone  
 
3. PROCEDURAL MOTION  

 
Whereas society in general is faced with numerous challenges relating to 
the COVID-19 pandemic; and  

 
Whereas the Woodstock Police Service Board is not in a position to have 
an in-person meeting due to precautions put in place as a consequences 
of the pandemic;  

 
Now therefore, the Woodstock Police Service Board suspend the rules of 
procedure governing the proceedings of the Board as provided in Section 
3.3 of Board By-Law 01-2019 to enable a meeting of the Board to proceed 
on November 9, 2020 by teleconferencing/video conferencing or any other 
appropriate means to circumvent the need for the meeting to be in-person 
and allow the Board the freedom to organize and conduct the meeting as 
it sees fit.  
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Moved by Ken WHITEFORD 
Seconded by Deb TAIT  
CARRIED 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Moved by Deb TAIT  
Seconded by Leslie FARRELL 
Resolved that the Board approve the agenda as circulated.  
CARRIED 

5. There were no declarations of pecuniary interest. 

6. MINUTES 
Moved by Deb TAIT  
Seconded by Ken WHITEFORD 
resolved that the Board approve the minutes of October 19, 2020 
save and except for the following changes:  

 
i) Present were via ZOOM: Provincial Appointee, Mayor Trevor 

Birtch (late); Balwant Rai, Community Member; Ken 
Whiteford, Provincial Appointee; Leslie Farrell, Provincial 
Appointee; Deb Tait, City Councilor; Amy Hartley, WPSB EA; 
Greg Colgan, Woodstock Sentinel Review; Chris Herapath, 
Police Service Advisor, Zone 4; 

 
ii) Moved by Ken WHITEFORD  

Seconded by Balwant RAI  
resolved that the Board does now adjourn at 4:13 pm CARRIED  
___________________________________  
Trevor Birtch, Acting Chair  
Woodstock Police Service Board  

 
CARRIED 
 

7. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 

8. VERBAL REPORT FROM CHAIR 
 

Congratulations were extended to the staff for putting together an awards 
ceremony for the civilian and sworn officers. Most of Board was in 
attendance. The ceremony was held on two dates as the 2019 ceremony 
had been postponed due to the technology issues with the cyber-attacks 
and had been rescheduled, and then COVID occurred. For everyone that 
helped put the event together over the two nights and utilize community 
partners at Children’s Aid, a job well done. Those recognized individuals 
that were spoken to were very positive in their comments about the event. 
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On behalf of the Board and to everyone who had a hand in this event, 
thank you very much.  

 
The other item to be covered is the upcoming protest that we have seen 
in neighboring communities. From the City side, we have not made an 
official statement or any declaration. Neighboring municipalities have 
declared a state of emergency. From the City perspective, it was 
determined that it was not needed and some of the rationale used was not 
the direct route to go. There is another event happening prior to the one 
in the City of Woodstock. The City will produce a formal statement 
clarifying and letting individuals know that it is aware of the potential for 
the demonstration and that the City respects peoples Charter Rights and 
Freedoms. The City is also following the advice of senior levels of 
government, and public health authorities.  

 
9. VERBAL REPORT FROM CHIEF 

 
Our drug unit continues to do some great work and have made some 
significant arrests and seizures over the past 3 weeks.  Additionally, we 
recently had a court case involving the trafficking of fentanyl conclude 
where the accused was sentenced to 12 years in court.  This is a fairly 
significant penalty which speaks to the quality of the work done by our 
investigators on this.  

 
There was comment at our September meeting on the increase in the 
number of weapons related calls over the summer.  This trend has 
continued and we had a couple of incidents over this past weekend 
involving pellet guns being used as weapons.  We’ve made arrests in these 
most recent incidents as well as the others, however, it is a disturbing 
trend that we are seeing.   

 
As you are all likely aware, there is an anti-masking protest planned for 
Museum Square on Sunday.  We respect the rights to a peaceful protest 
and we will have officers in the area to ensure the safety of everyone 
present AND ensure that this event does not interfere with those who 
operate businesses or reside in our community.   

 
Our role throughout the COVID-19 response has been to maintain the 
health and safety of all residents of Woodstock by ensuring that Emergency 
Orders are adhered to and where necessary, lay charges in relation to 
violations of those orders. That role will continue this weekend. Public 
safety is our priority as is the maintenance of peace and enforcement of 
laws to protect the citizens of our community. 
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We will be working with and reaching out to the organizers of the event as 
well as public health as we develop our response for the weekend and that 
response will be based on the information we receive and the numbers and 
activities we are presented with.  

 
There is some good news.  We have received verbal confirmation that 
CMHA will receive funding to support our MHEART program beyond April, 
2021 so the program will continue.   

 
10. COMMUNICATION 
A letter from the Chair of the Halton Police Board dated October 30 2020, 
regarding the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance Definition of 
Antisemitism was received. 
 
During discussion it was noted that the definition presented in the letter is 
the same as the definition that the government of Canada has already 
adopted. 

 
Moved by Ken WHITEFORD 
Seconded by Balwant RAI 
Resolved that the Board receive the correspondence from Halton Police 
Service Board presented in Item 10.  
CARRIED 
 
11. STATISTICS/REPORTS – Deputy WILKINSON  

A) Calls for Service Statistics  
B) Calls for Service Report  
C) Charge Comparison Report  
D) Report on Complaint Investigations  

 
Moved by Deb TAIT 
Seconded by Leslie FARRELL 
resolved that the Board receive all statistics and reports presented 
in Item 11.  
CARRIED 
 

12. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
- Most of the budget lines are well under 85% spent as of October 31st; 
- Administration expenses are at 91.75%; the majority of the lines are 

front end loaded due payments being made at the beginning of the 
year; 

- Our revenues since COVID are short approximately $180,000. We are 
able to make up this amount since, in many instances, monies were not 
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required to be spent that would have been in a normal year. Reserves 
may not need to be used.  

 
Moved by Ken WHITEFORD 
Seconded by Deb TAIT 
resolved that the Board receive the financial statements ending September 
20, 2020 in Item 12. 
CARRIED  
 
13. CHANGES TO BY-LAW 04-2010 
- Recommendation in report says to develop and implement a written 

procedure in relation to false alarms;  
- Fee structure was changed by the Board in September; By-law to be 

amended to remove the fee structure and implement the fee structure 
decided upon by the Board; 

- Proposed that the By-law be replaced to develop operational procedure 
to be more streamlined; 

- Draft changes presented as an example of what procedure would look 
like;  

- Restructuring the By-law included removing the suspension 
reinstatement fee as this was not being collected nor part of the 
operational procedure; 

- Final version to be received at a later date. 
 
Moved by Ken WHITEFORD 

 Seconded by Deb TAIT 
That the Board rescind By-law 04-2010 and direct the Chief to develop and 
implement a written procedure in relation to False Alarms. 
CARRIED  

 
14. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None 
                                                                                                                                                                         
15. CLOSED SESSION 
Moved by Ken WHITEFORD 
Seconded by Balwant RAI 
resolved that the Board adjourns to Closed Session at 3:37 pm to discuss 
intimate financial or personal matters or other matters that may be 
disclosed of such a nature, having regard to the circumstances, that the 
desirability of avoiding their disclosure in the interest of any person 
affected or in the public interest outweighs the desirability of adhering to 
the principle that proceedings be open to the public. 
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R.S.O. 1990, c.P15, s.35 of the Ontario Police Services Act. CARRIED 
 

16. CLOSED SESSION RISES  

Moved by Deb TAIT 
Seconded by Balwant RAI  
resolved that the Board does now rise from Closed Session and 
reconvenes at 4:38 pm CARRIED 

 

17. MOTIONS ARISING FROM CLOSED SESSION - # 1 - # 9 
 

CLOSED SESSION # 1 - CLOSED SESSION AGENDA  
Moved by Ken WHITEFORD 
Seconded by Leslie FARRELL 
resolved that the Board approve the Closed Session Agenda as 
circulated. CARRIED 

 
CLOSED SESSION # 2 - PERSONNEL REPORTS a) STAFFING REPORT  
b) STAFFING ACTIVITY  
Moved by Deb TAIT 
Seconded by Leslie FARRELL 
resolved that the Board receives for information the Staffing Report 
and Staffing Activity Report dated as of November 9, 2020. CARRIED 
 
CLOSED SESSION # 3 - COVID-19 - CHIEF  
Moved by Balwant RAI 
Seconded by Ken WHITEFORD 
resolved that the Board receives for information the verbal report of 
Chief LONGWORTH. CARRIED 

 
CLOSED SESSION # 4 - OVERTIME - CHIEF 
Moved by Balwant RAI 
Seconded by Leslie FARRELL 
resolved that the Board receive the monthly tracking report for 
information.  CARRIED 

 
CLOSED SESSION # 5 – DRAFT 2021 BUDGET SUBMISSION 
Moved by Deb TAIT 
Seconded by Ken WHITEFORD 
resolved that the Board receive for information the draft 2021 Budget 
PowerPoint presentation presented by Chief LONGWORTH.  CARRIED 
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CLOSED SESSION # 6 – OTHER BUSINESS 
Question posed by Ken WHITEFORD that the need for the procedural 
motion number 20 on the agenda is not required. If the Board 
continues to conduct meetings via Zoom it is exempt from 
procedural by law. Only once the meetings are conducted to face to 
face again would the motion need to be reenacted. Trevor BIRTCH 
agreed that this can be revoked and the procedure to be waived at 
the December meeting.  

CLOSED SESSION # 7 - STATUS OF LEGAL CASES - CHIEF  
Brief summary of new format was provided and minor 
updates.  

CLOSED SESSION #8– OTHER ITEMS IF NECESSARY 
None 

18. NEW BUSINESS
None 

19. Date of Next Board Meeting MONDAY, December 14, 2020 at
3pm at the Woodstock Police Service Headquarters and ZOOM. 

20. ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Ken WHITEFORD 
Seconded by Balwant RAI 
resolved that the Board does now adjourn at 4:42 pm CARRIED 

“Original Signed By”
___________________________________ 
Trevor Birtch, Chair  
Woodstock Police Service Board 

“Original Signed By”
___________________________________ 
Ken Whiteford, Vice Chair 
Woodstock Police Service Board 


